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Soviet Caribbean threat
stressed by White House |

By Whitt Flora
'WASHINGTON TIMES

Seeking to bolster its request for
$110 miliion in aid to El Salvador,
the Reagan administration yester-
day claimed the Soviet Union and
Cuba are rnakma ma]or new efforts

Ins support of its case, the Defense
Department said about $1 billion in

. Soviet military aid went to Cuba last -

year. Defense officials also released
photographs showing that Cuba has
constructed a large airfield on the
island of Grenada.
hile, Senate D ic
Minority Leader Robert Byrd,
D-W.Va., said he will join a move to
block the aid package until the
Unlted States pressures the El

"ing with leﬂm guerrillas and
establishing free elections.
The administration’s proposal was

.'taken before the Subcommittee on-.
; Western Hemisphere Affairs of the-

Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee by Fred C. Ikle, an undersecre-
tary of defense. He argued that the

United States must move in the Car- .-

ibbean because ‘‘the military
. the Soviets and Cul

.. have assembled in the region is quite:

adequate to turn Central Amnca

into another Eastern Europe.”

Ikle said several factors call for
more U.S. aid:

® In 1982, the Soviets d

admmed that it hss been supphed‘

by the Cubans for a “long time”
to the aid

hil o

68,000 tons ‘of arms to Cuba, worth
about $1 billion. That was up from
63,000 tons in 1981, he said.

o The number of Soviet military
advisers in Cuba increased by 20
percent last year, up to 2,500. That

means, Ikle said, “Soviet military

advisers in Cuba outnumber U.S.

military advisers in all of the Latin

Amencnnbycountneshyzsmone.
® Cuba has been building a major

* impressionthatthegue:

plan was developing among Demo-
crats, with Byrd anouncmg his dis-
‘approval by saying, "It is my
rrillas would
.be willing to enter into negotiations
leading to a free election if
it were to be a free election.”

He was joined by Sen. Daniel
_Inouye, D-Hawaii, and Sen. John

“Glenn, D-Ohio, a presxdemlal‘

 airfield at Point Salineson Grenada, -
a Caribbean island. “Coupled with -

other support facilities, the airfield

will significantly increase Cuban

Soviet capabilities to extend their

reach in, the Caribbeun, Latin’
America and Africa.”

Enders, the assistant secretary of
state responsible for Latin Ameri-
can policy.
“’l‘here is a concerted effort by
Nicaragua and Cuba, backed by the
U.S.S.R., tounite, train and arm vio-
lent insurgent movements, turning

them into instruments for the -
govern-

Enders’umnmenteameudwufwr .

destruction of established
ments,” Enders said.

Under congressional rules, Presi:

dent Reagan can spend $60 million . -

of the $110 million aid package with-

.. out aproval of Congress — unless
- Congress specifically moves to kill

that ‘‘reprogramming’” money

L Rugun wants to switch from other:
Ikle was joined by Thomas O.
. That action can be taken with a-

subcomimittee vote, and Rep. Clar-

. ence Long, D-Md., ‘chairman of the
. House Appmpmmms Subcommit-
tee on Foreign Operations, has said -

the additional aid will be blocked

- unless the tion meets sev-
eral conditions.
One condidon he wants is partici-

pation in Salvadoran elections by

exiled opposition groups.
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New alrfield on C: istand of

barracks, storage and 10000 foot funway for larger aircraft. ;

Latest video game takes flight on column of air-

LOS ANGELES (UPI) — The '

newest video game surrounds play-
ers and boosts them into the air to
join the invaders in space, bobbing
and weaving a globular cockpit in
“#flight” on a column of air.
§ Although many in the video
" game industry, which now takes in
more than the movie and record

‘| businesses combined, had pre-

dicted such advanced games years
in the future, a secret tryout in a
Detroit area bar recently caught
‘them by surprise.

Inside the capsule of the Saker-
One, made up to look like the cock-
pit of a space ship, TV screens

show enemy spacecraft, which the " -

“pilot” tries to destroy with
“lasers.” A 30 horsepower electric

- turbine engine holds the “cockpit” .

aloft on a shaft of air, moving at up
to 140 mph, like the blast from a
reversed vacuum cleaner xuspend~

- ing a ping pong ball.

As the player maneuvers togeta
shot, his commands are
transferred to four outer fins,

_ which move the:capsule in the un‘

strcam,

he said lowering the capsule

yawing it.
Inits present form, the

Sassak, an aeronautical engi-'

needs an operator, but builder John
Sas-sak said he is working on an
.automated coin-operated model.
Sassak, president of Segmented
Carblde Die Co., of Livonia, Mich.,
said the space probe isnot danger-

* ous. In addition to the operator, the
motor is equipped ‘with a heavy |

flywheel that will keep the fan

moving in case of a power failure, .

neer in
automobile automation, said he
will market the §70,000 games

. nationwidein June, leasing them to

nightclubs for $2,500 per month.
Conventional video games like Pac
Man rent for $250 to $500 per

- month, Sassak said. .
‘The prototype was installed in
. Diamond J's, a bar he owns that is

managed by his son, Mark. Two dol-

lars buys.a two-minute ride. The :
Sassaks said the game was a hit,
with enthusiasts waiting for hours

. in line to play .

Sassak said players pay more

 attention to manuevering the cap- :
sule than trying to zap the enemy.
Players *“were just so intrigued .

with the maneuvering they paid no
attention to the video game,” he

said.
Sassak said he got theideaseven, .

years ago after seeing a depart-
ment store display suspend a beach

ball on a stream of air.

-Sassak said -he already has-

.~ orders for $30 million' worth of.
* machines, and expects to sell;

* another $50 million in two years.’
- Pac Man, which has been on the:
market about two years, has earned!

. about $1 billion, he said.

o Some surprised mdustry oﬂ’l{
cials say the probe will never enter:
the arcade market because of ﬂs
size and complexity.-

“You're not about to put one of
these inside a game room or a 7-
Eleven store;” said John Farrand,’
presndent of the coin games divi-’
sion of Atari Inc.
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